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HARRIET M. HAGEMAN POLICY POSITIONS
•

•

MY COMMITMENT TO WYOMING
•

I am pro family, pro liberty, and pro effective and smart government.

•

I have been called to serve, just like so many in my family before me have served. I am
called to serve my community, my state, and my Country as a problem solver; and as an
advocate for our citizens, our industries, our communities, our schools, our students and our
families.

•

I am committed to ensuring that our future, and the future of those who come after us, is
full of promise and the American ideal.

•

I commit to you, the citizens of Wyoming, that I will serve you as Governor with honor, with
integrity, with courage, with compassion, with kindness, and with strength.

•

I commit to you, the citizens of Wyoming, that I will fight to protect your liberties, your
freedoms, and our great state.

WE MUST HONOR, ADHERE TO, AND FOLLOW OUR CONSTITUTIONS
•

Our constitutional framework was unique in the world when it was created and remains one
of the most significant developments in governing philosophy in human history. Our
Constitution limits the reach and power of the federal government, with individual freedom
and liberty being the cornerstone of our Republic.

•

Unlike the pre-United States historical view of the relationship between governments and
individuals, our constitutional framework confirmed that our individual rights do not come
from the government, but from God. As laid out in the very Preamble to the Wyoming
Constitution:
“We, the people of the State of Wyoming, grateful to God for our civil, political and
religious liberties, and desiring to secure them to ourselves and perpetuate them to our
posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution.”

•

The significance of this recognition cannot be overstated. If our innate civil rights and
liberties are not granted by government, then government has no ability to take them away.
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•

Our forefathers and mothers were people of faith. They understood that you could not have
a just and fair government unless you had a moral society. Our Constitutions are based on
those principles.

•

We must return to the foundational Constitutional principles of limited government,
personal autonomy, personal freedom, and personal responsibility. We must demand that
our government focus upon carrying out those purposes for which it was created: national
security, criminal justice and civil law. We must demand that our leaders follow the
Constitution, and we must demand that they protect our God-given rights.

WE MUST FUNDAMENTALLY REFORM THE REGULATORY STATE
•

A government that is closest to the people is more accountable, more responsive and more
effective

•

A government that is far removed from the people becomes unaccountable, less responsive,
less responsible, less effective, more expensive, and more corrupt.

•

It is our elected representatives who are ultimately answerable to us. We must therefore
make sure that they are the ultimate decision-makers; the ones who debate the bills and
pass the laws. We must move away from the idea that state and federal regulators are
empowered to adopt the type of rules that can crush our industries and destroy our
economy.

•

Federal regulatory employees in Washington, D.C. have become largely unaccountable to
the citizens who pay their salaries and for whom they work. We can no longer tolerate this
situation.

•

We must have a full review of all regulations on the books. We must also impose a
temporary moratorium on the adoption of new regulations in Wyoming (with the exception
of those necessitated by an emergency). Such moratorium should remain in place until our
review is complete and recommendations made for the repeal of all superfluous, outdated,
and unnecessary regulations.

•

We must ensure that our citizens have expedited access to the courts whenever civil or
criminal penalties are imposed by a regulatory agency.
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WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT GOVERNMENT DOES NOT CREATE JOBS; THE PRIVATE SECTOR DOES

•

•

“Economic development” does not come from the government; it comes from the private
sector.

•

The Government does not create jobs; the private sector does.

•

Our federal government especially is often focused on “trying to fix its last solution.” Private
industry, in contrast, is focused upon creating the next boom.

•

We must unleash our private sector to thrive.

•

We must rid our government of outdated, burdensome, and counterproductive rules,
regulations, and licensing requirements that hinder private industry, innovation, and
growth.

•

We must lower the cost of doing business in Wyoming if we are going to become more
competitive in terms of attracting new industries.

•

We must fight those federal mandates that increase the cost of doing business in Wyoming
as compared to other states.

WE MUST PRACTICE GOOD GOVERNMENT IN ALL BRANCHES, IN ALL AGENCIES, AND IN ALL
ASPECTS OF GOVERNING
•

Wyoming citizens are entitled to a cost-effective, efficient, responsible, and responsive
government.

•

Our government must be held accountable to the citizenry that it was created to serve.

•

We need evidence-based governance. Our public servants, including the Governor, must be
able to show that we can and will succeed at fixing an identified problem.

•

We must have a government that is proportionate in size to our population.

•

Ensuring that our government is transparent is one of the most basic obligations of public
servants, and we cannot waiver on that commitment. We must ensure that the Governor’s
office and our state agencies are transparent in their work and how they spend money.

•

We must make our budgeting process and budget more transparent and less complicated.
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WE MUST CONTROL SPENDING, NOT RAISE TAXES
•

The State of Wyoming should not be spending more money than it takes in.

•

Any discussion of raising taxes creates uncertainty in the business community, hinders our
ability to attract new industries, and stifles job growth.

•

We must bring our spending in line with our revenues.

•

We cannot use one-time or “windfall” funds to meet long-term spending obligations.

•

States that do not overspend, who keep taxes low, and provide for a competitive business
climate attract more businesses than those that follow a tax-and-spend model.

•

Attracting more businesses for the benefit of our citizens should be our goal; not finding
ways to generate more tax revenue for the state.

•

There are simply not enough people in Wyoming who would pay an income tax to generate
sufficient revenue to fund our government, especially in light of Article 15, Section 18 of the
Wyoming Constitution.

•

We must fix our structural budget deficits in order to ensure that our children and
grandchildren do not suffer for the decisions that we are making today. It is immoral to
burden future generations by prolific government spending.

WE MUST PROVIDE MORE TRANSPARENCY IN EDUCATION FUNDING, INCLUDING PROVIDING
ADDITIONAL DATA ON THE AMOUNT OF MONEY SPENT IN THE CLASSROOM, ON
ADMINISTRATION AND ON OVERHEAD
•

I support our K-12 education, our Community Colleges, and our University of Wyoming, and
in fact received an excellent education from all of these institutions.

•

We must ensure that our students are well educated. We must do so in a cost-effective and
efficient manner.

•

We must be more open and transparent in relation to education funding, including how the
money is spent.

•

We must reduce the costs associated with overhead and administration.

•

Our school dollars should be focused upon the classroom, including providing adequate
teacher pay and benefits to attract and retain the best teachers in the Country.
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WE MUST HAVE A ROBUST EDUCATION CURRICULUM THAT INCLUDES UNITED STATES AND
WYOMING HISTORY, WITH AN EMPHASIS ON OUR CONSTITUTIONS
•

President Lincoln famously said that “A house divided against itself cannot stand.” We are
witnessing a concerted effort to undermine our Republic, our form of government, and our
freedoms and liberties as guaranteed by our federal and state Constitutions. Those efforts
are tearing our Country apart. Without a shared history we cannot foster and protect a
shared future.

•

We must ensure that our students – our future leaders – understand our foundational
documents and our history so that they are prepared to lead, to protect our Republic, and to
protect our individual liberties. With the aid of our Wyoming Supreme Court, our Law
School, our legislators, and our educators, we will strive to develop a curriculum for our High
School students that emphasizes these principles. Such students should be sufficiently
proficient in these topics to pass a test formulated to evaluate their knowledge.

WE MUST EMBRACE, SUPPORT, DEFEND, PROTECT, AND ADVOCATE FOR OUR LEGACY
INDUSTRIES
•

We must embrace, support, defend, protect and advocate for our legacy industries:
•

Minerals;

•

Agriculture; and

•

Tourism (including hunting, fishing, skiing, and snowmobiling, etc.).

•

The development, management, and use of our natural resources are what finance the
Wyoming economy, including funding our schools, our infrastructure, and our public
services (just to name a few). We should be proud of these industries and challenge any
effort to limit or destroy our producers and business owners. The development of these
resources has improved not only the standard of living of those of us in Wyoming, but the
standard of living of citizens throughout the United States and beyond, generating a level of
prosperity unrivaled in world history.

•

We must aggressively market these industries not only in Wyoming and the United States,
but throughout the world.

•

We must fight to defend and support these industries, with the state taking an active role in
blocking not only regulatory overreach, but other outside forces that seek to turn Wyoming
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into something that we do not want, and that seek to prevent us from moving our products
to the outside markets.

•

•

WE MUST PURSUE A VALUE-ADDED APPROACH WITHIN OUR EXISTING BUSINESS STRUCTURE
AND INDUSTRIES
•

We should support our business community to innovate, develop, and manufacture new
products using our existing natural resources and industries.

•

We should focus upon using the byproducts of our existing industries to produce a broader
array of goods for intrastate and interstate consumption.

•

Additive manufacturing (3D printing) frequently uses petroleum-based products as raw
materials. Locating a 3D manufacturing plant adjacent to or within a refinery footprint
would reduce the energy required for manufacturing.

WE MUST HAVE ACCOUNTABILITY WHEN UNDERTAKING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND
DIVERSIFICATION
•

Economic development should be for the purpose of bettering our citizens, for creating jobs,
and not for growing government.

•

Our state agencies and boards must be dedicated to fostering economic development and
diversification, not stifling it.

•

We must also have full accountability for any economic development program that is funded
with public monies.

•

We must have a full accounting of how much “economic development” has cost our local
governments and our state to date, and the benefits received.
•

For all future economic development projects:

•

we must know prior to approval how much money will be spent and for what
purpose;

•

we must establish detailed goals for each project before approval;

•

we must identify the measures of success for each project before it is funded; and
once the project is completed we must report to the citizens how the promises
made compare with the project outcome.
Published March 15, 2018
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Hageman for Governor.
6

Harriet M. Hageman
Republican Candidate for Wyoming Governor
P.O. Box 487
Cheyenne, WY 82003
307-631-2834

•

•

Harriet@HagemanforGovernor.com
www.HagemanforGovernor.com

WE MUST REFORM OUR HEALTH-CARE SYSTEM, PROVIDE MORE EFFECTIVE SERVICES TO OUR
AGING POPULATION, AND HELP FAMILIES STRUGGLING WITH MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES
•

The further the decision-maker is from the point of execution the worse the ultimate care
will be. The solutions to the health-care situation in this Country are to be found at the local
level, not with the federal government.

•

Wyoming must be willing to innovate in terms of health-care policy and delivery. Wyoming
should seek a waiver from certain federal mandates in order to allow this to happen.

•

Keeping our seniors in their own homes will reduce the long-term cost of care and provide
for a better quality of life. We should work with our college system to develop programs
focused upon geriatric care.

•

We must consider ways in which our current regulatory requirements for senior residential
facilities hinder our ability to provide high quality care at lower costs, including using our
assisted living facilities more effectively.

•

We have families who are struggling with the mental illness of their loved ones, including
sons, daughters, parents, and siblings. We have communities that are struggling to find
beds and facilities to treat their citizens who may be suffering from these afflictions. We
must find more effective ways of dealing with these situations in order to provide relief and
support to our families.

WE MUST PROTECT THE MOST VULNERABLE AMONG US, INCLUDING THE UNBORN
•

I have benefitted greatly because of the family into which I was born. I believe strongly in
the importance of stable and healthy families. We must fight to protect and support our
families and the family unit.

•

We have an obligation to help those who are less fortunate than we are.

•

We must protect the most vulnerable among us, including the unborn. It is clear to me that
our humanity depends upon our ability to protect our babies.
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WE MUST STOP ALL EFFORTS THAT SEEK TO TAKE OUR GUNS AND PREVENT US FROM
PROTECTING OURSELVES
•

Our right to keep and bear arms is guaranteed by the Second Amendment to the United
States Constitution.

•

Our right to keep and bear arms is also guaranteed by Article 1, Section 24 of the Wyoming
Constitution.

•

We have an absolute right to protect ourselves and our families, and the government cannot
take that right away.

•

We must undertake a security assessment of our schools in order to ensure that we are
providing the best security that we can.

•

We must fight against any effort to undermine, weaken, or nullify our rights.

WE MUST PROTECT WYOMING’S WATER
•

I have spent the last twenty years of my career fighting to protect Wyoming’s water, both
against the demands of down-stream states as well as from the federal government’s
overreach and water grabs.

•

I will fight to protect Wyoming’s water and our users.

•

I will not tolerate the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) attempting to use the Clean
Water Act to prevent us from irrigating our lands and watering our livestock.

WE MUST REFORM FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT AND ACCESS
•

The federal government owns approximately 30,000,000 acres of land within the State of
Wyoming, or 48.2% of our surface estate.

•

The decisions made by federal land management bureaucrats in Washington, D.C., have
caused, among other things, the incidence of ever-increasing catastrophic wild fires, the
pine beetle outbreak, destruction of our National Grasslands, the closure of roads and trails
providing access to these lands, and reduced financial returns to the American public. The
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federal government has shown itself to be less than effective at managing these natural
resources, causing substantial environmental degradation in the process.
•

There are many groups that will fight with every resource at their disposal (including in some
cases federal funds) to prevent us from implementing new land-management techniques to
address these problems – no matter how poorly managed those lands currently are. There
are others who talk of Wyoming “taking” these lands through almost any means necessary.
So long as we are debating this issue on the extremes – the two polar opposites – nothing
will be done, and the status quo will prevail, to the long-term detriment of our environment,
our local communities, our citizens, and our state.

•

Rather than working from the extremes, we must find a middle ground from which to move
forward, such as identifying approximately 1,000,000 acres within the state (1/30th of the
federal holdings), for alternative management and treatment, with the state taking control
of – and being entitled to all income generated from – such lands to show that we are not
only better at protecting their environmental attributes, but that we can do so at a lower
cost than currently incurred by our federal agencies, while also improving access. It is only
through an incremental approach that we will eventually succeed at addressing and
resolving these land management issues.

•

Wyoming must be more aggressive in demanding more access, more use, and more income
from federal lands and federal minerals within our borders.

•

Wyoming should work with the United States Forest Service to reduce the risk of
catastrophic wildfires, including implementing emergency forest management techniques to
remove undergrowth and dead trees.

•

We must ensure that our state lands are properly managed.

•

We must find a solution to land-locked parcels to ensure that we are able to access, use, and
generate income from our property.
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